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"The Kramer brothers are D.C. documentarians attuned
to the guts of the policy-making process.

The First Step is NOW AVAILABLE
for Digital Streaming

"Personal...compelling...human"

"Poignant and important"
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This film "captures something rare in documentaries: the
messy business of finding bipartisan solutions in a hyper-

polarized country."

https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2023/02/19/van-jones-donald-trump-criminal-justice-bipartisanship-00083302?mc_cid=82493a055c&mc_eid=dae49ef332
https://www.firststepfilm.com/watch
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/02/16/movies/the-first-step-review.html?mc_cid=82493a055c&mc_eid=dae49ef332
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/647018582/the-facing-project?fbclid=IwAR35kE9ArfhzrsgAtyyuk2oD9SIvUPg7mdN8brz1Cf1iLhde8UcQvfXzjDE&mc_cid=82493a055c&mc_eid=dae49ef332
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment-arts/movies/story/2023-04-05/van-jones-prison-reform-first-step-movie
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“A captivating journey through the tricky, sticky and
often painful fight for social justice."

-Nick Ogden

"[The film] works at so many different levels and I am
truly optimistic that projects like it can move things

forward by changing the narrative around the
possibility for change."

-John Richard

"I've always deeply believed that unlikely partners,
unforeseen collaboration, and... finding '(un)common

ground' yields some of the most dynamic, powerful,
necessary solutions... This doc is amazing and an

absolute MUST SEE!"
-Nellie FItzpatrick

"The film is a great tool to get people questioning how
we can really make progress in this polarized world

we live in."
-Gabrielle Martin

What people are saying...
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About 'the first step' 
Film Synopsis: In a divided America, Van Jones controversially works
across party lines on landmark criminal justice reform and a more
humane response to the addiction crisis. Attempting to be a bridge
builder in a time of extreme polarization, takes him deep into the inner
workings of a divisive administration, internal debates within both
parties, & the lives of frontline activists fighting for their communities.

Film Background: THE FIRST STEP recently launched on Prime Video,
Apple TV, Google Play, YouTube TV, VUDU and GOOD DOCS after
premiering at the Tribeca Film Festival, official selection in more than
40 regional film festivals, and a theatrical release in 30+ cities with
sold-out opening weekends in New York, LA & DC, all programmed in
partnership with local groups working on criminal justice reform.

Impact: THE FIRST STEP aims to build advocacy and leadership skills
for systems-impacted individuals, maintain and expand coalitions of
allies, & provide policymakers with a blueprint to build bridges across
perceived lines of difference. The film does this by screening at film
festivals, theaters, colleges, prisons, faith institutions, conferences,
and high schools, and through facilitated dialogues and discussions.

Social Media Handles (The First Step)

Ways to Watch the Film

Creative Assets

Sample Social Copy

Post-Screening Discussion Questions

Tips for Hosting a Screening + Amazon Watch Party

Film Assets (Movie Poster, Stills, Clips)

Further Ways to Take Action

Impact Partners

Film Team Contacts

In this toolkit, you will find:
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https://amzn.to/3MaYFFn
https://tv.apple.com/us/movie/the-first-step/umc.cmc.3uht3kjr6rgtwju1h581y3hsk
https://play.google.com/store/movies/details/The_First_Step?gl=US&hl=en_US&id=9PB0ItsZk4c.P
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lECymGsNmyQ
https://www.vudu.com/content/browse/details/The-First-Step/2310063
https://gooddocs.net/products/the-first-step


@firstepmovie

@firstepmovie

@firstepmovie

'The First Step'

TheFirstStep.com

Partner Toolkit

Social media accounts for engagement

5

https://www.instagram.com/firststepmovie/
https://www.facebook.com/firststepmovie
https://twitter.com/firststepmovie
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/the-first-step-movie/
https://www.firststepfilm.com/
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ways to watch the film
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The First Step impact team is available to provide: personalized
support to promote your screening via the film website and social
media accounts, tips on leading discussions about the film, and
individualized guidance in organizing and facilitating local screenings. 

For specific questions about organizing a screening or to order
additional copies, contact producer Lance Kramer at
lance@meridianihillpictures.com or at (202)-450-4085.

To order a copy of the film for your school, nonprofit organization,
faith-based institution, or community group, visit our educational
distributor GOOD DOCS.

For Organizations + Schools

Stream the Film at Home

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lECymGsNmyQ
https://play.google.com/store/movies/details/The_First_Step?gl=US&hl=en_US&id=9PB0ItsZk4c.P
https://www.vudu.com/content/movies/details/The-First-Step/2310063
https://www.amazon.com/First-Step-Van-Jones/dp/B0B8QW7SGS/
https://tv.apple.com/us/movie/the-first-step/umc.cmc.3uht3kjr6rgtwju1h581y3hsk
https://gooddocs.net/collections/criminal-justice-reform/products/the-first-step
https://www.firststepfilm.com/watch
mailto:lance@meridianihillpictures.com
https://gooddocs.net/collections/criminal-justice-reform/products/the-first-step
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CREAtive assets

View Social Media Graphics here:
Access Graphic Templates for your Screening here:

Click here to download this graphic

Click here to download this graphic Click here to download this graphic
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Click here to download the Trailer
Click here to share the YouTube link

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13C9cZE177BpbuVbm3UU4-suzRjys5Ilb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12vipAl2GBihlMsnQKAbJYTkcNkjXZMCS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hvZLmcNi2dh4WS05q-Xwv2j666jUxhxS/view?usp=sharing
https://vimeo.com/789019256/7c211ff5a9
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1IDbLyni8JaG10r2QCuMtRodzYPJ7g0nB?usp=sharing
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFudFeBR44/OGQFI6S8AQ1BJuLA58WldA/view?utm_content=DAFudFeBR44&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink&mode=preview
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13C9cZE177BpbuVbm3UU4-suzRjys5Ilb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12vipAl2GBihlMsnQKAbJYTkcNkjXZMCS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12vipAl2GBihlMsnQKAbJYTkcNkjXZMCS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hvZLmcNi2dh4WS05q-Xwv2j666jUxhxS/view?usp=sharing
https://vimeo.com/789019256/7c211ff5a9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G2Xe3ThKXs8


@FirstStepMovie highlights the power of meaningful connections
across cultural and political lines to find common ground. Watch
#TheFirstStep today.TheFirstStep.com/Watch

@FirstStepMovie showcases the power of deep listening and empathy
to find collective vulnerability among unlikely allies. Continue the
discussion and Watch #TheFirstStep today: TheFirstStep.com/Watch

The First Step is Bridge Building in Action. Critics call the film a
“Blueprint for Bipartisanship.” @firststepmovie illuminates the
importance of using our shared humanity as grounds for charting a path
forward. Watch #TheFirstStep today: TheFirstStep.com/Watch

@FirstStepMovie is a powerful tool for bridge building and meaningful
discourse, transcending our deepest divides. Watch #TheFirstStep to
witness bridge building in action: TheFirstStep.com/Watch

For Screening  Hosts:
📅 Mark your calendars for [date]! We're excited to host a screening of
@firststepmovie. Let's come together and be a part of the solution.
RSVP here [insert event link] #TheFirstStep

📽 Join your community on [date] for a special screening of
@firststepmovie! Followed by a discussion moderated by [insert name]
#TheFirstStep

Partner Toolkit

Sample social media copy

sample tweet
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@FirstStepMovie is a blueprint for Bridge Building. Watch the
#TheFirstStep to get a behind-the-scenes look at how meaningful
discourse & bipartisanship led to the passing of landmark
#CriminalJusticeReform, which has brought thousands of people home
to their families. Visit: TheFirstStep.com/Watch

@FirstStepMovie showcases the power of deep listening and empathy
to find collective vulnerability among unlikely allies. Watch
#TheFirstStep today: TheFirstStep.com/Watch

In a divided America, #VanJones and a rare bipartisan coalition are
determined to fight to pass landmark criminal justice reform.
@FirstStepMovie shows that the path to justice is paved with
collaboration, common ground & meaningful discourse. Watch the film
today: TheFirstStep.com/Watch

The First Step is Common Ground. A film that critics call a “Blueprint for
Bipartisanship,” @firststepmovie illuminates the importance of using
our shared humanity as grounds for charting a path forward. Watch
#TheFirstStep today: TheFirstStep.com/Watch 

For Screening Hosts:
🎥 Save the date! Join us for a screening of @FirstStepMovie on [date].
This powerful film tells the story of Van Jones & a coalition of unlikely
allies who come together to bridge their divides and make a difference.
Be a part of the solution. RSVP here: [insert event link] #TheFirstStep

Partner Toolkit

Sample social media copy

sample instagram & facebook post
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Sample social media copy

sample linkedin post
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@The First Step is a complex, urgent story about the fight for progress
on #CriminalJusticeReform and #addiction amongst the country’s
divides. Watch the film to get a behind-the-scenes look of bridge-
building and bipartisanship at work. TheFirstStep.com/Watch

@The First Step is a blueprint for Bridge-Building. Watch the
#TheFirstStep to get a behind-the-scenes look at how meaningful
discourse & bipartisanship led to the passing of landmark
#CriminalJusticeReform, which brought thousands of people home to
their families. TheFirstStep.com/Watch

In a divided America, #VanJones and a rare bipartisan coalition are
determined to fight to pass landmark criminal justice reform. @The First
Step shows that the path to justice is paved with collaboration,
common ground & meaningful discourse. Watch the film today:
TheFirstStep.com/Watch

For Screening Hosts:
Join your community for a special screening of @The First Step on
[date]! This powerful film tells the story of Van Jones & a rare
bipartisan coalition who put aside their difference to fight to pass
landmark criminal justice reform.

Following the screening, there will be a discussion moderated by
[insert name].

This is a great opportunity to see this important film and to participate
in a meaningful discussion. RSVP here: [insert event link] #TheFirstStep

https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/the-first-step-movie/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/the-first-step-movie/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/the-first-step-movie/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/the-first-step-movie/


How can bridge building, depolarization and cross-community
organizing further progress on divisive issues?

How have political divisions impacted issues like criminal justice
reform and the addiction crisis in our community? What stands in
the way of working across divisions? 

What are potential areas of common ground on these issues?

How do we — or can we — work together with those we disagree
with? What are some tools for listening, holding space for
disagreement, and respecting others points of view?

How can we (as educators, people of faith, students,
mothers/fathers, business people) and engaged citizens advocate
for social justice issues like criminal justice reform?

How can we use deep listening and meaningful discourse to build
bridges, improve collaboration and move closer to finding solutions?

Partner Toolkit

SUGGESTED POST-SCREENING DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

11

https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/the-first-step-movie/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/the-first-step-movie/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/the-first-step-movie/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/the-first-step-movie/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/the-first-step-movie/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/the-first-step-movie/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/the-first-step-movie/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/the-first-step-movie/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/the-first-step-movie/
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TIPS FOR HOSTING A SCREENING
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Decide if your Screening will be Virtual or In-Person
Virtual Screening: Select a platform that works best for the
people you anticipate attending. (Prime Video, Apple TV, Google
Play, YouTube TV, VUDU, GOOD DOCS)
In Person Screening: Sign Up to Host an In-Person Screening 

Hold a prep call with THE FIRST STEP film team to confirm the date,
time, and other key details
Work with your organization to identify your target audience and
how to best reach them 
Identify 1-3 panelists and a facilitator to conduct a post-screening
discussion
Create a run-of-show to help keep time throughout the event 
Prepare critical thinking questions / discussion points ahead of the
event (See Suggested Post-Screening Discussion Questions)

Invite organizational members or allied local partners to participate
in post screening discussion or help promote the event
Add the event link to your organization’s events page and encourage
advance registrations or ticket sales.

Share the film’s trailer on social media
Publish an email blast/newsletter to your community + supporters
Tag the film at @firststepmovie for further engagement 

Publish one last social media push ahead of the screening
Make sure to do a tech check before your event! 
Prepare opening remarks/introduction for the film screening
Share your impact goals and calls-to-action with your audience
Thank participating partners
Take photos and share via social media (remember to tag us
@firststepmovie)!

In Advance of The Screening

Promote the Screening

Day of the Screening 

https://amzn.to/3MaYFFn
https://tv.apple.com/us/movie/the-first-step/umc.cmc.3uht3kjr6rgtwju1h581y3hsk
https://play.google.com/store/movies/details/The_First_Step?gl=US&hl=en_US&id=9PB0ItsZk4c.P
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lECymGsNmyQ
https://www.vudu.com/content/browse/details/The-First-Step/2310063
https://gooddocs.net/products/the-first-step
https://airtable.com/shr92i1kY9eOw4qAj
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/the-first-step-movie/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/the-first-step-movie/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/the-first-step-movie/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/the-first-step-movie/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/the-first-step-movie/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/the-first-step-movie/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/the-first-step-movie/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/the-first-step-movie/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/the-first-step-movie/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/the-first-step-movie/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G2Xe3ThKXs8
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/the-first-step-movie/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/the-first-step-movie/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/the-first-step-movie/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/the-first-step-movie/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/the-first-step-movie/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/the-first-step-movie/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/the-first-step-movie/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/the-first-step-movie/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/the-first-step-movie/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/the-first-step-movie/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/the-first-step-movie/


Locate THE FIRST STEP film on Amazon Prime Video.
Select Watch Party       from the detail page.
Enter a desired user name under Chat name.
Click Create Watch Party to generate a Watch Party Link.
Invite up to 100 participants using the "Share" Icon or Select "Copy
Link" to share it via third party applications.

Under the Settings tab in the right-hand side pane, you will see an
"End Watch Party" button under the Watch Party details section.
Click the ‘End Watch Party’ button. Hit ‘Yes’ to confirm.

Create a Watch Party Link 

Note: All Participants need to have an Amazon Prime subscription to be able to join a Watch Party

Follow our tips for Hosting a Screening Above!

To End a Watch Party
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hosting an amazon Prime video watch party 

Your Name

https://www.amazon.com/First-Step-Van-Jones/dp/B0B8QW7SGS
https://www.amazon.com/First-Step-Van-Jones/dp/B0B8QW7SGS
https://www.amazon.com/First-Step-Van-Jones/dp/B0B8QW7SGS
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film assets

official movie poster

official FILM TEASER
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qrst9psg_Sub-Tqd5pxDZyyBhbDLXHdJ/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/S7c1vlaXi60
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qrst9psg_Sub-Tqd5pxDZyyBhbDLXHdJ/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/S7c1vlaXi60
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film assets

DOWNLOAD STILLS FROM THE FILM

PREVIEW A CLIP FROM THE FILM
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1n_ci1mXnakJXQvVXfQTYo6nkLJbvLA94?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1n_ci1mXnakJXQvVXfQTYo6nkLJbvLA94?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6NgrPGs_eFQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6NgrPGs_eFQ


Reviews support the film by making sure it gets seen by
more people. Take a moment to leave a review on:

PRIME VIDEO ROTTEN TOMATOES

LETTERBOXDIMDB

Join Dream.org and tell your senators to support The Equal Act 
Sign REFORM Alliance’s petition to Transform Federal Supervision 
Host a Screening for your community or organization
Make a donation to the Impact Campaign 

Suggested Calls to Action

Partner Toolkit

take action

LEAVE A REVIEW
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Create a Post
Create a post using the suggested calls to action and share with your
network, tagging us at @firststepmovie, so we can amplify your
message. 

For additional ways to take action, visit:
www.firststepfilm.com/takeaction

Dream.org Listen First CoalitionReform Alliance

https://www.amazon.com/First-Step-Van-Jones/dp/B0B8QW7SGS
https://amzn.to/3MaYFFn
https://www.rottentomatoes.com/m/the_first_step
https://www.rottentomatoes.com/m/the_first_step
https://letterboxd.com/film/the-first-step/
https://letterboxd.com/film/the-first-step/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt14574078/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt14574078/
https://act.dream.org/sign/senate-equal-act_ld/?source=doweb-initiatives
https://reformalliance.salsalabs.org/fedsignup/index.html
https://airtable.com/shr92i1kY9eOw4qAj
https://kartemquinfilms.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/kartemquinfilms/donation.jsp?campaign=72
https://www.firststepfilm.com/takeaction
https://dream.org/
https://dream.org/
https://www.listenfirstproject.org/listen-first-coalition
https://www.listenfirstproject.org/listen-first-coalition
https://reformalliance.com/
https://reformalliance.com/
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impact partners
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https://reformalliance.com/
https://www.listenfirstproject.org/listen-first-coalition
https://sjnus.org/
https://dream.org/
https://cangress.org/
https://www.smartjusticeaz.org/
https://www.letsgiveadamn.com/
https://conservativejusticereform.org/
https://www.thetpw.org/
https://www.reentryessentials.org/
https://www.justicefilmfest.com/
https://entertainment.dc.gov/
https://dismas.org/
https://aztracco.com/take-action/
https://thecommunitynow.us/
https://www.realnessproject.org/
https://www.safeandjustmi.org/
https://www.younify.org/
https://facingproject.com/
https://lovehealsnwa.org/
https://www.facebook.com/justcomaz/
https://arouetempowers.org/
https://www.lifeline2success.org/
https://awakewdc.com/
https://americansforprosperity.org/state/arizona/
https://www.pbmhr.org/
https://maps.org/
https://www.nwaharmreduction.org/
https://mkefilm.org/
https://emancipationtheater.com/
https://fulbright.uark.edu/departments/social-work/
https://www.wisc.edu/
https://www.fairmontstate.edu/
https://calvin.edu/prison-initiative/
https://westkentucky.kctcs.edu/
https://dornsife.usc.edu/
https://prisonsandjustice.georgetown.edu/
https://www.jxjdc.org/
https://www.givingothersdreams.info/
https://munciecivic.org/
http://www.maidenalleycinema.org/
https://www.motustheater.org/
https://www.edcjcc.org/
https://www.dctvny.org/s/
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film team contacts

Lance Kramer (Producer): lance@meridianhillpictures.com 
Devon Dansky (Impact Producer): devon@meridianhillpictures.com 
Jon Reiss (Producer of Marketing & Distribution): reiss.jon@gmail.com 
Brandon Kramer (Director): brandon@meridianhillpictures.com 
Cindy Banach (Theatrical booker): cindy.banach@gmail.com 

publicity contacts

Emma Griffiths: emma@eg-pr.com
Andy Peterson: andy@docsologyfilms.com 
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Press kit

Download The First Step's Press Kit Here.

Toolkit Created by Wealth Agency 

Toolkit creation

This toolkit was created by Wealth Agency. 
Wealth Agency is a Multi-Award Winning Digital Agency
specializing in Marketing & Content Strategy, Campaigns,
and Social Media for Films and Impact driven Organizations. 

https://wealthagency.co/
mailto:lance@meridianhillpictures.com
mailto:devon@meridianhillpictures.com
mailto:reiss.jon@gmail.com
mailto:brandon@meridianhillopictures.com
mailto:cindy.banach@gmail.com
mailto:emma@eg-pr.com
mailto:andy@docsologyfilms.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-_W2AfxTn35FZ-RLin5M22q51ydCUGg4ZWxsTg7KO1Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://wealthagency.co/
https://wealthagency.co/

